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Dear Tumwater School District families, 

Today, after consultation with other public health authorities and careful review of current conditions in our community, Thurston 
County Health Officer Dr. Dimyana Abdelmalek sent a letter to Thurston County Superintendents strongly urging and 
recommending that all Thurston County schools begin the school year in a full remote learning model citing the recent rise in 
COVID-19 confirmed cases. In alignment with this guidance, Tumwater School District will begin the 2020-21 school year in a 
full remote learning model. 

We realize that each of our families faces a unique situation and circumstance, and we wish that it was possible to address the 
unique needs of each of our 6,000 students individually under these extraordinary conditions. That said, we absolutely commit 
to finding the best way forward with the least negative impacts on our school community. 

Our sincere hope was to welcome our students, staff and families back into our buildings in September. We miss the days when 
“school as usual” could happen and look forward to the day when we can start a new “normal” with students in classrooms. 
While the decision to open with full remote learning will be a relief to many of our staff and families, it will be a hardship for 
others. However, the safety of our school community is our priority! 

We learned some valuable lessons last year, listened to our families and staff, and are preparing for a different and improved 
remote learning experience for the 2020-21 school year. What will improved remote learning look like this fall? Tumwater will 
continue working with teachers and staff on instructional delivery, using synchronous (live video) and asynchronous (recorded 
video) to engage students, standardizing learning management systems, grading practices, attendance accountability, and 
much more. Over the summer, our teachers have had opportunities for professional development to give them resources to 
improve curriculum delivery and instruction, and there will be more training in the coming weeks. We will also evaluate the 
needs of some of our most vulnerable populations to identify students who we may be able to provide in-person specialized 
learning opportunities in small groups while following local health and safety requirements. 

With this decision, many questions will surface, and we will answer those questions as quickly as possible as we work to finalize 
our improved remote learning plan. You can visit our COVID-19 section of the website and see our FAQ’s, which will be posted 
soon and updated often. Please submit your questions and communications through our covid email address in order for us to 
see common themes and be able to address them. 

The TSD Board of Directors will consider the full reopening plan for approval at their business meeting on August 13th. Once 
approved, it will be submitted to OSPI for final approval. Our first day of school is September 9th. 

While we all hoped the pandemic would be under control by now, we want you to know that we are firmly resolved and 
committed to provide your child(ren) with a quality education and meet their social/emotional needs, whether we are teaching 
remotely or in-person. We care deeply about each of our students and will count on your partnership to add to their success. 

Together we will get through this and when we do, we will celebrate that together we are a stronger community because of this 
shared experience. 

Watch for updated information from the district and your child’s school. Please take good care and stay safe and healthy.  

Sean Dotson, Superintendent 


